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Property Name: Weston (S. Brady Farm, 1868): built‘sg. 1850

Location and Verbal'Boundary7Description:

The nominated parcel contains sufficient acreage to -
house, outbuildings, grounds, and immediate setting.

UTM 18.39120.71740 ‘Tax parcel 13.012.00-194

Owner: Dixie Robb
Route 1, Box 487

Middletown, Delaware
Déscription:
~=2xtlption

"Weston consists of an imposing main house made up of the original two-

story brick farm-
house adjoining a later and larger brick three-story addition whose des

ign displays in-
Later still, a one-story wood
nthe original house. Significant out-
smokehouse, barn, granary and tenant house. To-
elatively unaltered example of a large and pPros-
dred in the mid-nineteenth century,

Structure was added to the north and east sides of
buildings on the farm include icehouse,

gether they represent an excellent and r
perous farm complex in St. George's Hun
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y built in 1941, extends to the north and east of the original

X : A powder room also was added to the
old dining room, In addition, the original door and adjacent window on the south side
of the old wing were removed and replaced with a larger door. Alterations in 1941 to

the main wing included the removal of a an original side door and middle window from
the south wall, the space being bricked up. - This enabled the library to be created out
of two rooms with a central fireplace insteaduof”the:Original two, and window seats ad-

: ' : ; Bookcases were built into the win-
of'the’fireplace. -The porch was also repaired, with
ice repaired and ornament on fascia removed,

with hand hewn beams, unaltered on the first floor

on the second, There is a tenant house of white c¢lapboard behind
eer ' to t ‘sometime in the twentieth cen-

house with circular stone cellar, now coverted

~unconVertedfsmokehouse nearby, Completing the

nk b cattle and horse stalls on the

“"Weston" is a significant architectural example from the reb
ca. 1830 to 1860. A growing market for grain and other fa
tion of lang holdings, and the improvement of the means of transportation, brought new
agricultural Prosperity to the state, ‘This manifested itself in buildings larger and
" more ornate than anything that had~Beeniseeh‘Befbré. Weston combined features of
Greek Revival and Italianate styles in a

status, The house, together with itg related'outBuildings, shows
merit and is ap excellent example of a ) '
century,

uilding period in Delaware,
Tm produce, the.consdlida-

'Historical Back iround "and Signif i.Caﬁéev:

8, settling first in“Pennsylvania,
The family moved to Delaware in 1847 wheh’tﬁrée~sons, Samuel, William and George bought

the 496 acre farm from the Rev, Nicholas Patterson and hisg wife. The farm subsequently
remained in the Brady family until 1933,

ibution of farm produce to the growing urban
centers of Delaware, Penhsylvania-and'Maryland. The nearby Chesapeake and Delaware
Canal algo facilitated transportation.
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(Check One) ]
KX Excellont [0 Geed [ Felre [ Deteriorated [ Ruins ‘O Unexpesed

D
Cfm i (Chock One) {Chock One) .
B Altered [0 Uneltered ) Meved K] Originel Sire
BE THE P T AND ORIGINAL (I kmown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ! ‘-I

! As it stands today, the Brady House is five bays wide, brick, two stories g
: high, with cross-gable and a porch across the frontage. Two dormers ;
{ flank the cross-gable. The house faces west, toward the old 'Peterson Road, i
now Route 896, Surrounding the house are numerous trees and outbuildings, !
arranged in a carefully planned pattern. At the highway frontage, there is |
an ornate iron fence that terminates a vista on axis with the front door of the ;
: house. A drive along the north edge of the yard connects the ‘house and barns :
with the highway. i

g

i

A rear brick ell, to which a lower brick wing has been added, extends the :
house eastward, Between this ell and the main house ig an ornate screened ; 4
verandah, now glassed in. Large brackets, a widow's walk on the roof, and ; i
ornate chimney caps are among the well-preserved exterior details.

The first floor contains a center stair hall with a large parlor to the right

and a living room to the left in the main block; a small stair hall,

office, dining room, breakfast room, kitchen, and pantry are situated in

the brick rear wings. For the use of the family, there were two bedrooms

on the second floor of the main block and three in the wing; a small servani's
bedroom occurs in the second floor of the rear wing. The third floor contains
three bedchambers.

33s

The rooms on the first floor are large, but plain, embellished primarily with
finely~detailed stone mantels. Greek Doric columns support the marble man
shelves. Similar stone mantels are found in the second floor rooms of: the mal
block. For additional decorations, Brady depended upon the rich draperies
and other furnishings that still remain in some parts of the house.

SNOILONYLSNI

. The exterior brickwork, which is laid in Flemish bond on the front and in
common bond on the sides and rear, was painted yellow, but much of the
paint has weathered off. The trim remains painted white.

Vi anaea man

The front of the house is framed by a vista of random-sized plantings that
gurround a lawn on axis. At the roadside, an elaborate iron fence serves

to terminate the vista.
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[0 Censervation 0O Musie ] Tranaportor

TATEMENT OF SIGMIFICANCE

Greenlawn was originally built around 1810 by Outten Davis, a merchant and farmer
who. was. instrumental in the development of Middletown as a comne rcial center.
Davis built his house soon after he moved his operations from Cantwell's Bridge
(Odessa) to Middletown. He was soon joined by other young entrepreneurs, who
established a trading community around the Middletown crossroads. As the village
grew, it-eclipsed the older markets at Noxontown and Cautwell's Bridge. By mid-c :
Middletown was the commercial, cultural, and religious center for lower New Cas i
County. Outten Davis, as a founder ~f the Middletown Academy and active civie
leader, had been at the forefront of this development. '

As built, the house was a typical late-Georgian brick structure, 2} stories high,
with a five-bay frontage featuring such details as a semicircular fanlight over the
entry and a small portico over the door.

INSTRUCTIONS

PRSP SRR PSRN TEITIE L R LR

william Brady, who bought the house in 1860, altered it redically, with the
sadition of a cross-gable, an ornate. three-bay front porch, a widow's wal': on the
roof, bracketed cornices, and large-paned windows. The present owner, Wwilliam'
niece Miss Helen Brady, has preserved the house intact. - .. = "3

SEE

Wwilliany Brady's alterations to Greenlawn were in ke..ping with the teachings of
A. J. Downing, whose Country Houses was one of the most influential architecture i
books published during the nineteenth century. Landsecaping, which includes a
east-iron fence along the highway frontage, has survived remarkably intact to i !
testify to the influence of Downing's ideas.
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), | hereby inate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
lavel of significance of this nomination is:
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National Register. i
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¢ PROJECT DISPOSITION CARD REMARKS: ]
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g comson nave _Cxeentam () ; ;
. HISTORIC NAME _Qutten Davis H 3
LOCATION __North Broad Stz L
OWNER Miss Helen Brady ;
ADDRESS Box 144, Middletown, Delaware :
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CONTACT Mz, Edward F, Heite, Historic Registx- .
ADDRESS ___Hall of Records, Dover, Dalaware COMPLETED
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PHOTO FORMS COMPLEIED 1/22/72] NEWS RELEASE
T 1
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STATE REVIEW BOARD .
¢ %
L : =
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N=143 Twin Holly Farm
Condition: Fair; altered; interior, original site.

Description: ¢

This house, bullt by Andrew Eliason in 1856, is three ltotiu tall, five
bays wide, of brick and L shaped in plan. The first floor contai.ns a

center stair hall, with a parlor to the left and & living *oam and a dining
room to the right, while the wing contains a side entrance, kitchen, and

a pantry. The second and third floors each contain four bedrooms for the
family in the main block, and several smnller rooms for the help in the wing.

Some alterations have been carried out in the house, most ol them restricted
to tho wing and the dining room in the main black, The parlor remains exactly
as built save for the removal of the plester chandelier mount in the center
of the ceiling. A plaster decoration yoes around the room at ceiling height,
which when added to the Greek Revival mouldings around the windows and doors,
and the marble flreplace, make a most elegant room indeed. . Tha stairhall

has doors leading into each of the principal rooms on the i'irst floor - that
of the dining room being walled in later - and has a main entrance, a double J
door swrrounded by etched frosted glass in the transom light and side lights.
Alterations have occurred in the living room and dining room, but not to an
extent that their original identity has beesn lost. The wing has suffered
most however, the original kitchen being almost unrecog. izable behind its
paneled walls and wall tc -1l carpst. The second floor rooms in the main
block ara well preserved, wnile those in the wing have been alterdd, the sime
being true for the roems on the third floor. Many stylistic anomalies exist
within the house for its rather late date - the most notable amony those
being the use of Greek Revival detailing both inside and otitsida the house.
The mouldings around the doors and windows on botb the first and second floors
are unusual in the usa of a pediment - like motii{, which, while baing out of
date, lend a great dea’. of elegance to the stherwice bare rooms.

The exterior is brick on a stone foundation, laid in all stretches bend on the

facade of the house, Flemish bond on the drive side of the house, and common

bond everywhere else. The shutters are unusual for the Delaware area in being

panaled and painted white on the first floor and louvered and painted green

on the second and third floors. Stone sills set off every double hung sash

window with six pznes of glass per sash on the house, There are three porches

on the house, one on the facade, one on the drive side, and one on the inside

angle of the L. All three have been modified, however, excepting the porch

on the inside angle of the L, the modifications have beon cnly to change ths

material of the floors from wood to brick or cement, leaving the rest intact. :
The porch on the inside of the L however, was all removed, which only gives i
a partial idea of what it originally looked like. The facade is a bit unusual

in having a central emphasis, which consists of the main doorway beiny ornamented,
and the second and third story windows over the door having sidelights added to
them. A cornice with brackets goes entirely around the houss except for the rear
of the house, where there is a cornica but no brackets. A viewing platform

once occupied the center section of the almost flat roof, but is completely missing
today.
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Stylistically, the house is an excelisnt axample of the Italianate Rerival
Style in the State of Dalawaré. It has the usual plan, but differs slightly
from che usual examples in elevation, being a full three stories tall rather
than just two and one-half. The half atorm usually supplied & visual slowing
down or tesmirus for the design in the ITtalians:s Revival Style, bui in this
casd, the all rises slightly higher above ths third storm window tian normal,
and thus, with the cornice,provides a visual terminus. Although being slightly
different from the norm, the building does not appear badly: scuxéd snd is

in fact, quits pleasing.

Statsment of Significance - 19th century; bulle 1856;
Arsas of Significance: Architecturs; Agriculture

Of Andrew Eliason born on April 30, 1810, Scharf writess
“He has been all his life, engagud in farming, to the practical details
of which he has given the closest attention. BEvery step of his life
shows evidence of sound judgment and strong common sense. Commsncing
1ife as a driver of teams on the canal, he has advanced stesdily, forward,
and, by axercise of the sterling virtues of industry and frugality, has become
the owner of four unencumered farms, embrasing nearly nine hundred acros,
in S8t. Geoxgys's and Pencader hundreds,”

One of these farms was that belonging to his two half-brothers, their shares of
which he bought up in 1838, It was on this property in 1856, that he bullt

the house which we see today. 2Xs with many farmers in the areas, Mr. Eliason
was sxtensively engaged in the propagation of peaches, shipping them on the
Chesapsake and Dslaware canal to various cities on the sast coast.

In addition to his agricultural pursuits however, he was thy » times a member
of the House of Reprasentatives of the State of Delaware, introducing the first
511l securing property rights for married women and being an infinentisl
supporter of the bill prohibiting the sale of intoxicants in Delaware on
election day.

The house mérits our attention, then, on three countss the first being its
relationship to the peach industry, the second being the importance of its
owner in state politics, and the third being the superior architectural merit
of the house itself.

Bibliography Reference: Scharf, History of Delaware, pp. 984-985.
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N-413
Property Name: A. Eliason House, (Beers 1868), built ca. 1850)

Location and Bounddnyy Description:

The A. Eliason House is located on the east side of Rt. 896 approximately .5 miles
south of Rt. 896 and Rt. 15, north of Mount Pleasant. The house and farmstead stands
in cultivated farmland near the present Summit Airfield. The nomination includes the
house, smokehouse, granary, cartshed, and a brick stable. WNoncontributing elements

..are a modern addition to the brick stable and modern farm buildings to the rear of the
lot. The nominated acreage encompasses 7 acres.

The nominated parcel begins at a point :5 miles north of the intersection of Rts. 896
and 15 north of Mt. Pleasant and 50 feet to the east of Rt. 15. Here it extends east
for 500 feet where it makes a 90 turn to the north and proceeds for another 500 feet
until it forms a 90° turn toward the west back toward Rt. 15. The boundary is completed

where it makes another 90" turn and runs parallel to Rt. 15 to join the first point,
now the south west corner.

The nominated parcel contains sufficient acreage to provide for the preservation of the
house, outbuildings, grounds, and immediate setting.

UTM 18+38620+74386- Tax parcel 13-007-00-014

Owner: Federick C. and Clara Yaiser

R. D. 1, Box 364

Middletown, Delaware

Description:

The A. Eliason House is a five-bay, three-story brick dwelling with a shallow hipped
roof, and : two one-story, tetra-style porches. Built in the 1850s by Andrew Eliason,
the house is laid out on a center-passage plan with an original service wing off the
east elevation of the main block. Laid in mechanical bond on the front or west eleva-
tion and common bond on the remaining walls, the exterior is distinguished by six-over-
six light sash windows diminishing in size from the ground floor to the third. The
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central windows are set off by two-over-two éidelights. The main entry into the front
of the house is through a central doorway with a plain transom and sidelights. The
main entry into the front of the house is through a central doorway with a plain tran-

som and sidelights encased in an austere classically inspired architrave. Also of note

on the exterior of the main block of the house is the use of shallow ogee modillion
blocks.

‘Behind the house extends a range of service structures progressing in the locally cus-
tomary manner from those associated with the functions of the household back to those
housing the dirtiest aspects of farm life. From the house eastward these are a two-
story brick combination carriage house and storage loft, an earthfast cartshed framed
on cedar posts and having a shed roof, a braced frame granary containing corn cribs
flanking a central drive-through wagon floor and having overhead grain storage fa-

cilities, and at the end of the range a brick stable which recently has been altered
with its conversion to a tractor shed.

~ Historical Background and Significance:

The A. Eliason House was commissioned in the 1850s by Andrew Eliason. Eliason's pro-
gress as a successful farmer in St. Georges and Pencader hundreds should serve as a
coda for this nomination. As a subscriber to Scharf's History of Delaware, Eliason
sponsored a biography as ostentatious as his three-story brick house. Scharf describes
Eliason's rising fortunes from the time he worked as a drover on the Chesapeake and
Delaware Canal, through his years as a tenant farmer, to his success as a landholder
supervising the production of at least three farms. While Eliason's fortunes differ
only in degree from those of his landed neighbors, his interest in the commissioning

of history describes the final phase of the rebuilding cycle of the mid nineteenth
century. :

In the historical progression of agricultural reform, land reallocation, shifting

markets, and rebuilding activity, the final phase was the creation of an appropriate

. past to match the historic present. It is significant that in these biographical
sketches published by Scharf, the subjects’ almost invariably mention the physical im-

provements made to their dwellings. The houses, as symbols of personal attainment

and the definition of an economically stratified social class hierarchy, were mon-

uments to a present order. Through the writing of history, those monuments became fix-
ed in time, place, and mind of singular historic moment.

Nominated by Bernard L. Herman
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL BITE
Xaooo —RUINS XaLrineo —MOJED DATE
—PAIR ~UNEXPOSED :

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated on the north side of County Road 429, approximately one mile east of its junction :
-with Route 896, Achmester is in north central St. Georges Hundred, New Castle County,
Dalaware. Large, prosperous farms with Greek Revival peach mansions and other early farm
complexes dominate the landscape along this road running from Armstrong Crossroads to the
former grain shipping town of Odenza, three miles east. Very little in the way of new
building has occurred here in this century, leaving broad, unspoiled vistas of an ares

° which has maintained its agricultural stats to the present,

aut N A R e

- Achmester is a one-and-a~half stoxy, single-pile, frame dwelling having a formally
composed five~bay main block on a full basement of stone; a five-bay, gable end wing
of uneven fenestration; and a rear service ell, also of 5-bays, The asphalt-shin-led
gable roof is pierced on the facade by gable-roofed dormers, and at the rear by shed-

roofed dormers. Four Interior end chimnies and one interior. chimney are of stuccoed

" brick wich corbelled caps. At the facade, simple box cornices and docmers have been
decorated at a.later date with Gothic Ravival sawnwozk trim, pendents, and vergeboards.
A single-bay portico on the gable end wing has a flat roof with architrave cornice,
supported by a pair of square, champliered-edged posts. Its tracery-like sawn decora-
tions applied to the corner brackets and coxrnice are repititions of motifs found on

- of the chimnies, accomplished through the use of paired tarra cotta chi'hney pots,

with German siding and has plain cornerboards. Under the sheé~roofed porch at the ¥
rear of the ell can be seen beaded weatherboard, indicating the later nature of the £ 3
predominant German siding. Louvered shutters conceal four-over-four pane windows.

An oil painting of about 1850 shows "Achmester, seat of the late Richard Mansfield” in

appears to be of the earlier type found under the rear porch; there were two pairs of
fidows at the gable end of the main block where now only the upper pair remain; the

the main block and presumably the gable end wing -~ was constructed be‘ween June and
August of 1829.53The main or western block was afforded the most formal treatm.nt of
the three sections. Its highly symwetrical form is established by the even placement
f-a palyr of windows on either side of the replacement Renaissance Revivrl center
doot, and emphasized vertically in the reduction of the number of bays and in the
teénuated nature of the dormers framed by the interior end chimnies. The main block:
greater height in its second floor; taller windows and the roofline rise about
and-a-half feet above that of the other sections. Inside, the center hall has an
‘string stair with reeded balusters and a square newel post. A rear exit door
& located dirdctly opposite the main entrance. Throughout the hall and the room on
r: gide is a simple beaded baseboard and evidence of a chair rail. An original
chinnéy piece remains in the eastern room. In the Federal style, a tripartite blocked
itle. shelf esxtends over a likewise blocked entablature above the fireplace architrave.
tern room, a Renalssance Revival black marble chimney piece replaces the °*
: ' - Its round arched opetiing is visually reinforced by two
n-moulding déchioing the overall configuration.’ A raised panel
. &t the” top of the curve, implying support for the curvilinear

o Lt

e TR

&,
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. octagonal in shape with horizontal mouldings suggesting capitals. The house is sheathed I -y

its original configuration with only minor changes apparent today: the weatherboard s ] ', x“
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CONTINUATION SHEET _  memnumesn 7 eace 1 |
1s havo simple

/The:gable end wing of five bays has an exterlor door.at the bay closest to the main
‘oék. Hers a passage runs about one-third the length of this section, rather than
ending back the width of the house. On the far side of this passage is a relatively
nall room having a late-Federal mantle of the same type as that of the miin block.
1wo.-vertical-board closet doors one full size, the other tall and narrow, flank the
chimney piéce. ‘the largest room of the house is the three-bay section of 'this wing,
acted to the rear ell, and having a painted marble chimney piece like that at
opposite end of the house, a double closet with mid-nineceenth-century panaled
déors, and access to the second floor via a winding stair. A simple Pederal chair
1, baseboard, and the architraves are jiden‘ical to those of the main block.

{ B

itk i adhat

ihe rear ell has been much altered in its rear fenestration and floor plan with the
iritréduction of modern plumbing and kitchen facilities. The five bays, ‘two doors and
£ central chimnéy visible from the east indicate its original hall-parlor plan. It is
‘bossible that this ell was the original 1819 home of Mansfield, becoming the service
ying at the time of the 1829 additions. Exterior examination, however, does not
upport this idea in that the fenestration and other details would suggest a

ynchironious date for the entire home, or an extensive remodeling of 1823.

v e SR

& seconid floor with its inward slanting ceilings is finished with plaster and
the as found on the first floor. Six rooms are found there; the two lai’ger rootis
tHeé main block having fireplaces with simple architraves. Windows at ‘the dormers
2 -two-over-two pane Victorian examples and at the gable ends are original three-
“‘over~six:pane windows. The main block section of the second floor has a large stair
landing and doors, each with four raised panels.

‘outhiildings of frame construction are a cow barn, shed, milk house, and granary.
i:are: of vertical board siding with corrugated metal roofs. ‘Associated with the
.18 a large twentieth-century metal silo. A smokehouse of square dimension

s6- construction is sheathed with vertical board sfiding and has a cedar shake roof.
iata) wind-powered water pump is located at the far corner of plan of outbuildings
+ _st closely resembles a court. Two modern intrusions are a trailer and a

it:block: garage.

e s

1

g

éa and-ten dcres of farmland remaining- from the original Mansfield plantation
L :acreagecontribites to the -agricultural
dcmaifistay 0f ‘the- Mansfield’ family and
£icant-beca the detailed documentation concérning its
g ‘Mansfield-account books. % _

LY
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INVENTORY OF OUTBUILDINGS OF ACHMESTER FAVM

" N3930.¥ - Log-built smoke house sheathed in board-and-batten; surmcvnted by

s

A-shaped roof of cedar shingles
'3‘3930.: - Intrusion: modern trailer é
#3930.8 - Wooden shed of vertical board siding; gable roof coveied with - ’§
; corrugated metal ;’f
49950.8 = Bodurn dnitruatony: cesmtbiock-buiie gatens %
xas:‘;o;;'- Metal wind-powered water pump E _

f
‘W3930.€ - Woodan cow barn; gable roof covered in corrugated metal

6 i
~ N3930.¥ - Wooden granary; gable roof covered in corrugated metal xoof;
original strap hinges.

A
N3930.4 - Wooden milk house with interior and exterior vertical wood siding

N
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~INVENTION }
&

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

lomd in the courss of the nineteenth century as the Mansfield and Nowland family
at, Achmester is an unusually well documented example of New Castle County, Delawais,
acular architecture and rural 1ife. Through its original qmitrmlon and later
ticns Achmester maps the building patterns of both the extreme eastern reachss of
niorthern Chesapeake Bay country and the mid-nineteenth century rebuilding of the
: architectural landscape. Just as important is the plotting through acoount
+and other primary sources of the life o! Achmester's principal owner ~ Cesersl
Richard Mansfield. o

-meticulous record keeper and progressive farmer, Richard Mansfield resided at Achmeste ~
hig purchase of the property in 1819 until his death in 1846. Between 1826 and
Mansfield maintained detailed accounts of his various enterprises, business

éalings and agricultural activities including the names, activities and wages of all

seé involved in planting and barvesting the fruits of Achmester. Among the many
éferences included im the eighteen years of continuous record keeping are descriptions
liniing the clover and grain fi¢lds every spring with ganerous applications of

laster dust, the payment of husband and wife teams in the harvest season for the ancient

‘practice of cradling and bundling the sheafs of grain, and the sonding away of raw wool
Jliam Garrett in northwestern New Castle County for the puxpose of curd.'l.nq- epinning
and ‘weaving the wool into- uuhh fabric, ?

fiald's will of 1841 lnd 'room by room inventory of 1846 nmal a man of considerable
th and learning. The will makes specific mention of tha division of his librazy,
wittishis son James receiving a full run of the "Niles Register” and both of his
- ;squally dividing the remainder of the library. Mansfleld's estate inventory
tizrther L sts-& full arrdy of domestic goods ineluding carpets in nearly every room,
3 furniture, chairs and unusual items such as a Buffalo robe found in ths store room,
“Takeén:with Mansfield's accounts of farm expenses and a merchandising endeavors the
accummulated on his death reveal a man conceined in a very conscious way with
‘m:l.ltﬁtr h.i.oh of ‘his-day to day cthu )u.akud Mansfield's concerns however,

a mii thl‘mgh his- um as & Mniomr of the Delawars Rail-
i 'otthcﬂddlmmdmwdmoﬂiuroith!mko{
3 m. wu l:lapzy thie realization of a
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inally, the completion of the dwelling itself by carpenters Robert and John
McFarlane and their assistant Willis after 102 days of labor on September 1, 1829.
The section of the house alluded to in these entries is the main one-and-a~half
story, center-passags plan block. Whatever the sequence of additions, the house

had reached its present shape by 1846 as evidenced in Mansfield's inventory and

¢ ddcumerited in a painting of the house and grounds executed shortly after his death.

:; In the yearn after Mansfield's death his descendents through his daughter's marriage
to the Nowland family modified the dwelling only through the latar nineteenth century
_addition of Italianate and Carpenter Gothic detailing. - '

In the growth of the house the two primary manifestations of the rebuilding of the
rural architectural landscape of northern Delaware are fully documented. The
-xebuilding period ran from approximately 1829 and the opening of the Chesapeake and
Delaware Canal a few miles to the north and the advent of the peach culture by the
Reybold family located just outside of Delaware City to the decline of the peach

. bhoom due to disease in the 1860's and 1870%s. At its start Achmester, reflecting

2 visual tradition more commonly associated with the vernacular architecture of the
Chesapeake Bay side of the peninsula, represented a new investment in the land as a
substantial manor house conveying qualities of budding affluence and permanence. At
the close of the rebuilding period when Achmester received its architacturally eclectic
i“datailing the investment was confined to an updating of stylistic sensibilities
:*through the application of fashionable trim. In both instances the pattern of develop-
ment in Achmester is aa intimate part of a larger pattern in the surrounding landscape
&nd is mirrored in a number of other local structures and districts including the
towns of Port Penn and Odessa and houses like Biddla's Corners, Monterey and the
Cémmodore McDonough House. i :

In sum, Achmester is the vital material link to past states of mind and expressive

ultural patterns which can only be partially explored through document sources.
‘house, now vacant, is the full expression of one man's practical learning,

domestic concerns and agricultural success in an era and locality characterized

- such achievements.

A
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3 ﬂ»llmg' the hedgeicw west about 1900 feat, then north

1 /estward along the creek for approximately 4000 fes
gt _zu'y. Then proceed south along the mxrol:s right-of-way

e s
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Name: Achmester, §-3930

Location: Road 429; pe
Ph otograpﬂanap:dxgg’ New Castle co
Date: 3197g
Location of Nega}:}vn: Div,

B/AgHP, Hall of mmrd"
Description:

Photograph Number: 1 of 29

tween Armstrong & Odessa; st.
t Dé 1aw,
an Athan, City of §iine avare

Georges

of Historical & Cultugal Affairs,
Dover, Delaware 19903 !
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Achmester - Inventory of Outbuildings of Achmester Parm

N3930. a - Log-built smoke house sheathed in board-and-
batten; surmounted by A-shaped roof of cedar
shingles.

b = Intrusion: modern trailer 5

¢ = Wooden shed of vertical board siding; gab].o
zoof covered with corrugated metal 3

d = Mcdern intrusica: cement-block-built garage

e = Metal wind-powered water pump .

£ - Wooden cow barn; gable roof covered in
corrugated metal

g - Wooden grarary; gable roof covered in
corrugated metal roof; original strap hinges

h = Wooden wmilk house with interior and exterior
vertical wood siding
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BESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL lIF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ~

The Biddle House, in northern St. Georges Hundred,
of ground overlooking the juzction of

sole farmhouse in
has been the primary cccupativn for the inhabitants

county since the late elghteenth century and to this day most of the

under active cultivation.

The Biddle House has undergone five
hwd grown from a one-room-plan plank house to the extended
structure that it is today.

The earliest portiin of the Biddle House was most probably
quarter of the eighteenth century.

dwelling built of heavy sawn plank with #ull dovetailed comers.
and in some instahces aze sighteen feet lond, j

four inches thick, one foot wide,
though most are 'shorter. pins set vertically into
secure the planks from moveant.
for additional weatherprodfing of the joints.
covered the planks were replaced sometime in the late 19th
had a western gable

of this section is comprised of brick laid in English bond

is situated oh & giight rise
two eighteenth-century roads known as the- =8
Route 13) and the Fort Penn road (Route 2}. :
road junction was familiarly known as piddie's !
the immediate vicinity. ;
of this part of New cas

gtrands of oakum are driven between the planks
The weatherboards which originally

interior end chimmey with an exposed base.

By the middle

lards are i

! |

aistinct periods of growth and in the process g

rambling two-story

puilt during the last

pasically, it was & simple, one-room-plan

The planks are

i

SR T

century. The house
The foundation ke
to form a full earthen ’

floored cellar, at the western end of which rests a truly massive segmentally-

arched chimmey support some 10 feet wide.

on the first floor the original

gize in conjunction with later nineteenth-century expansion and modification of

the structure. Situated on the gouth wall are
single six-cver-six gash window.
addition of a bowr csindow in the late 19th century.
4in its original lc.ation,
to the plank section during the third phase of
first floor ceiling joists,
beveled edges. An enclosed stalircase,
flanks the right gside of the chimney.

were

Sometime during
construction phase took place.
was added a federal kwo-story.
house with a west gable interior end chimney and simple,
detailing in the form of baseboards, chair rails,
and a closed stringer staircase with square balusters.
principal posts are covered by beaded casings.

Against the west gable

phase of expansion and modernization. The second story of

.

e \15
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added during the gecond building stage,

the first quarter of the nineteenth century,
end of the plank house
three-bay, nogged braced frame side hall plan
yet sophisticated,
raised four panelled doors
The exposed interioxr

on the first floor, some of
these details were removed in the mid-nineteenth century to accompany the thixd

The northern wall was greatly altered with the
The attic no
as the roof was raised when the second story was added
the Biddle House

longer exists

expansion. The

once esl with

the second major i

this 2__aden1 addition

!
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south exterior wall of the phase three, mid-nineteenth century wing. The house ;
was covered in its entirety with mill-sawn cedar weatherboard around the turn _'
of the century. Later in this century these weatherboards were covered over 5
with a form of fiber-insulated, composition coated siding. i

g&ﬁr..|.--uAﬂ-.~Ar-_.-pWWﬁ-‘N ,.m = : o LRI < ein, '““"*“”WWW"“:?%W{; T
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E_ originally featured exposed beaded attic joists and painted vertical board room :
partitions, which were later covered with lath and plaster. T pg
E- ] .ﬁs
& The chimney support of this section rests against the western end of the common 3
i bond cellar wall, but during tae late nineteenth century the entire flreplace i

v and chimney was removed and replaced by a brick flue for wood or coal burning :

: stoves. The roof of this section has mor-ise and tenon rafters. A standing :

{; seam sheet tin roof overlies a Finished split shake roof. 4

i " i

3 Phase three of the evolution of the Biddle House took place sometime in the

mid-nineteenth century. Yet another wing was added, this time to the east gable

: end of the plank house. This section was built of balloon frame and rests on

& a stone foundation and full cellar. A brick chimney for a stove is lucated on

i the eastern gable end wall to the left of which is an enclosed staircase leading

b to the second floor and a staircase giving access to the cellar. At this time, . o
‘ a moulded box cornice with returns was added to the eaves to give the roof line r
® of the entire house a more uniform appearance. . -
§ i

% Late in the nineteenth century, & two-story wing was added to the Biddle House

on the north side on facade. 1In addition, a square columned poxch was added %

g to the facade, extending around to the west gable end of the federal section. P

This was the fourth major alteration to the structure. 5

% Early in this century a one-story, shed-roofed frame wing was addad against the

&

£

The house has been abandoned and is now open and subject to vandalise. As the
primary significance of the Biddle house lies in its architectural aspects and
is not concerned with its environment, only the ground within twenty-five feet
of the house is included for the purposes of the nomination.

eTg ‘;:a,.::.;':;:; ML de Wl e 20
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The prasent deteriorated condition of the Biddle House
of architectural significance.
puilding and of great gignificance to an

customary aesthetic notions and implications
it im nevertheless an important

of Delaware architecture for several reasons.

frame side hall house are both important individually
charactarized much of the
The combination of thase two
sections with the later victorisn wings establishes
document that clearly {1lustrates within the
structure the avolutionary davelopment of wooden' houses through time. The very com=
it an especially informative field laboratory for

archi’ -ctural forms that

aighteenth and early-nineteenth centuries.

plexity of the piddle House makes
the student of architectural history.
The plank house which forms the
form through to the present.
first section, though enlarged upon,
The alterations to the plank house in the
fications clearly demonstratas an aspect
ing structural elements

The nogged braced frame side hall house, the basis
construction technigue
the walls is of special interast as the
discovered to date
commonly ancounterad {in lower Delaware.

Ls another good example of a
houses. Here, the prick nogging within
piddle House is the northernmost example
practice which is more

mpaken in its present entirety, the Biddle House showa

house from the use of heavy plank to mortised
1ight timbered bailoon frame.

of the house that permits a detailed study of

puring the period which runs from the date of
last major modifications of
farming families who were relatad by marrisge
As an artifact, this house provides imporgtant

generaticns of a family have altered snd added to thelr

changes in their social and spacial requireme

05,/02/2005 DE

nucleus of the Biddle House
prevalent throughout New Castle and Kent County.

still retained a large
wake of the serial enlargements and modi- s

of early building prac
were modified and reused.

somewhat ironically,

the early 20th century,

shifts it somewhat from the
Howaver,
nation
and nogged braced
of scarce
during the

: sarlier
the Blddle Houss as an important f
contoxt of a single

L i S

The plank houss
as good exarmples
housing in Delaware

is a type once very

However, very few of these have
It is important to note that this ;
moasure of utility. 3

ces whereirn exist-

of the phase two anlargement,
conmon to many early Delaware

of an architecturnl

the progression of the woodén
arid tenoned braced frame through to
it is the deteriorated condition
its change through time.

house construction to the
house belonged to two
m.”c £
how sucossEive
home in respoiies to aFLous

the plank
the
, the Vandegrifts and the
cultursl evidence of
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ﬂt‘a
1

STATE HIST PRESERVATION

OFFICE



S0IJJd0 NOILVANISHNS ILSIH FHIVIE HA S002/20/S0

(€1 *1d

AVMIEVA

.
- - ‘

4 __(z *id *Tdq)

Qvod: NNEd LHOd-uaNH0J S,3TadId 4SNOH 31aa1d

: .. . e
IHOIT EM_J
IONVE NOLSIT

WANYOD §,aT04I14

i e

WE At ey




o omms g ad b bl By b

Original ccre (A) c. 1780, heavy sawn plank
A') root cell

ar B
dditions (B) c. 1800-1825, mortise and ,
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! Jéawary 9, 197 9

Mr. Earl leater
St. Georges, Delaware 19733

Dear Mr. lastar:

" wis 1lisved in the Natiomal muu:gk

was taken by the United States Départwmint. elﬂﬁluc ﬁm
to our nomination of your property.

By this action, the Biddle House is.2 >

signl ficance to the historysof 'St. Gecrge mmta;-
inclusion in the National Ragister S~ tﬁiﬁr ¢
all federal projects to determine iny: vin
Further, all National Register sites’

preservation grants—in-aid administered i by ﬁhj.-;g‘
forms for thess grants are providad anhuslly agid’
congider this useful program:

We are now preparing a handsoms framad certi
Bagistar statis of your property which has:be:
the Sectetary of State, and myself: and \ﬂueh
tho Stata of Dalaware. If youma :

manta ‘for ite mnutaﬂm.

The Stats’ of Délaware shares the prﬁo wi hpgmm m—;g
this recognition.

Sincerely yours,
Danial R Griffieh

Adting Director/Deputy State liistoric
Préservation Officer

DRG/DEN/b1
Enclosures

05/02,/2005 DE STATE HIST PRESERVATION

OFFICE
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N-3947

Property Name: Idalia Manor (Mrs. M. A. Osborme, 1868)

Location and Verbal Boundary Description:

Idalia Manor is located on the east side of route 13 approximately 1.8 miles south of
the St. Georges Bridge. The nominated parcel is approximately a two-acre rectangle
containing the house and a braced frame granary and crib barn. A later twentieth
century cart shed is listed as a noncontributing structure.

The nominated parcel begins on the east side of Rt. 13 at a point 2,400 feet south of
its intersection with Rt 412. It runs to the east, toward Scot Run for 1,000 feet,
where it turns at a 90° angle to the south for 500 feet. At this point the line turns
90° to the west, back toward Rt. 13, for 1,000 feet. The property boundary is closed
off by joining the two points on the east side of Rt. 13.

The nominated parcel contains sufficient acreage to provide for the preservation of the
house, outbuildings, grounds and immediate setting.

UTM A8+44360+76680 Tax parcel 13-003.00-004

Owner: Union Carbide Company
0ld Saw Mill River Road

Tarrytown, New York
© 10591

Description:

Idalia Manor is a two-and-a-half story, five bay, stuccoed brick dwelling with a two-

story, two bay stuccoed brick gable end kitchen addition. The south facade is flemish
bond brick painted white. Both the west and south facades have water tables, the west
one being one and a half feet high and the south measuring three feet high, both done

in seven course common bond. . The foundation is brick.

The gable roof is covered with composition shingle and contains two endwall chimneys,
as well as another endwall chimney in the addition. The chimneys are brick, but they
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are not corbelled at the caps. There is one dormer centered on the south face of the
- roof. The cornice is boxed on all elevations with dentil trim on the north facades
~of the house and addition. The gable ends feature returning eaves. '

The windows are all six-over-six sash with wood trim. Those on the south facade have
both sills and lintels, while those on the remaining facades have only sills. The
~attic is 1lit by gable end, six-light windows flanking the chimneys. The door openings
are trimmed with fluted wood and corner blocks, as well as wood trim at the base of the
door cut to match the curve of the water table on the south facade. The trim sur-
rounding the door on the south facade appears to be more elaborate, indicating a
southern orientation for this center hall plan house which now is oriented toward the
driveway coming in on the north side of the house. The interior shows the remains of
some Federal period trim including a mantel with reeded pilasters and a plain entabla-
ture. :

A one-story shed and a shed poréh have been added to the south facade of the addifion
extending over a part of the main house's southern facade as well.

To the northeast of the house is a two-story drive through granary. It features a
stone foundation and sawn timbers. There is also a modern equipment shed beyond the
granary. Directly east of the house is a small frame milkhouse .

A large brick bank barn, ca. 1850, associated with the house, was destroyed by fire
in 1983.

Historic Background and Significance:

Idalia Manor is a late Federal style building dating to the early second quarter of
the nineteenth century despite the fact that it doesn't show up on an atlas drawn by
Rea and Price in 1849. A map of Delaware dravn in 1868 identifies the owner as Mrs.
M. A. Osborne, and the house as Idalia Manor. Two years later in 1870, Mrs. M. A.
Osborne appears in the Delaware manuscript agricultural census, owning 272 improved
acres valued at $50,000. The land was producing Indian corn, winter wheat and oats
and Irish potatoes. They grew ten tons of hay to support the cows, swine and a large
number of horses on the farm. Two hundred pounds of butter were produced in 1879.

From 1881 through 1893, both Hopkins and Baistes' atlases showed Mrs. M. A. Osborne
owning 300 acres of property.

Architecturally, Idalia Manor is significant as an example of the process through
which housing stock developed in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries was
improved in the course of the mid nineteenth century rebuilding cycle. Begun in the
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‘early 1800s, Idalia Manor was enlarged to its present size by the 1840s. 1In the per-
iod following up until the 1850s the house was remodeled on the interior with more
stylish Empire trim. At the same time the agricultural complex associated with the
house was completely replaced with an equally stylish brick bank ornamented with
lozenge work ventilation openings, and with a new drive-through combination granary.
and crib barn. The final effect was the creation of a farmstead more typical of the
mid 1800s than of its Federal period origins.

Nomiantion by Trish Bensinger
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Continuation sheet Item number

BOUNDARY MODIFICATION

N-3947

Property Name: Idalia Manor (Mrs. M.A. Osborne, 1868)

Location and Verbal Boundary Description L Lo
Justification for modification: To correct a description error on the original
‘nomination which begins the boundary description at a point 250 feet too far to

the south and also to correct minor errors in the acreage, tax parcel number,
and owner's address.

Idalia Manor is located on the east side of Route 13 approximately .80 miles south
of the St. Georges Bridge. The nominated parcel is approximately an 11.48-acre
rectangle containing the house and a braced frame granary and crib barn. A later
twentieth century cart shed is listed as a noncontributing structure.

The nominated parcel begins on the east side of the right-of-way of Route 13 at a

point 2,150 feet south of its intersection with Rd. 412. It runs to the east,

. toward Scott Run for 1,000 feet, where it turns at a 90° angle to the south for
500 feet. At this point the line turns 90° to the west, back toward the right-of-

way of Rt. 13, for 1,000 feet. The property boundary is closed off by joining
the two points on the right-of-way of the east side of Rt. 13.

As corrected, the nominated parcel contains the sufficient acreage to provide for
the preservation of the house, outbuildings, grounds and immediate setting as was
the intention of the original boundary description in the nomination.

UTM 18.44360.76680 Tax Parcel 13-004.00-001

Owner: Union Carbide Company
01d Ridgebury Road
Prop. Tax Dept. 63
Danbury, CT 06817
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